Resolution on the conflict in former Yugoslavia

adopted by ARC•PEACE in Chicago the 19th of June 1993

The current conflict in the former Yugoslavia is one of the most intensive wars going on in the world today. To a frightfully high degree this war is directed against the civilian population. Since "ethnic cleansing" has become a strategic principle, the war has acquired a character of racist genocide. One of the worst expressions of the genocidal character of the war is the mass rapings ordered by the military leaders. The purpose of these rapings is to destroy social infrastructure.

The fact that Slovenia and Croatia were recognized as independent states (without any foregoing discussion in relevant UN bodies) contributed to the idea of ethnically homogeneous nation states, a concept foreign to international law. Therefore these recognitions also contributed to the start of the war and to its racist character. 

Because of the genocidal character of the war, the United Nation has the right and obligation to intervene in the conflict. It is obvious that the self-styled military leaders have no respect for international law, war conventions or UN decisions. There​fore sanctions and other types of interventions are justified. In order to secure maxi​mum global support for such interventions it is necessary that the UN itself, and not any single state or group of states assigned by the UN, takes the responsibility for leading the attempts to restore peace in the region.

ARC•PEACE condemns the racist and genocidal war carried out in former Yugoslavia.

ARC•PEACE supports antimilitarist peace movements in the area and their right of speech and assembly.

ARC•PEACE urges the UN to speed up and strengthen peace-keeping activities in all areas now struck by military and terrorist activities, and to introduce preventive actions in areas under threat to be drawn into the war.

ARC•PEACE supports confidence-building between ethnic groups and urges professional and other organizations to take concrete steps to promote friendly contacts between individuals and groups in various nations in former Yugoslavia.

ARC•PEACE requests all European countries to give asylum to soldiers deserting from their military units in former Yugoslavia. 

ARC•PEACE supports the moves to include ethnic cleansing and mass rapings among those acts classified as war crimes.

ARC•PEACE supports the establishment of an international tribunal convicting the political and military leaders responsible for the war crimes in former Yugoslavia.

